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Supporters urged to vote for
Arma Community Garden in
grant contest

Arms Communty Curden s stiie 10 pronde fres food 10 the communty thanky o help from volunteecs.
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ARMA, Kan. — In 2019, local nonprofit Live Well Crawford County was instrumental in
establishing a community garden in Arma. Two years |ater, the group is continuing to find
creative ways to keep the project going.

“So, we have besn working with the Arma Nutrition Councd on ways to sustain the community
garden and we ran across this grant opportunity from Nature's Path Organic,” said Matt
O'Maliey, director of cutreach and development for Live Well. "W just decidad %o putin an
application and got accepted to be one of the gardens that pzople could vote for.”

The grant opportunity is a contest, called Gardens For Good, in which the top 21 winning
gardens will each get $5,000 from Nature's Path. More than 300 gardens are competing for the
grants.

“They're throughout North Amenica,” O'Malley said. "Most of them are in big metropolitan areas,
which mzans those places — they're huge garden sites, they've got lots of supporters, they're
located at big organizations. And so we knews that if we were even going to even stand a chance
against some of these lame garden operations, that we wers going to have to, you know, fiex
our PR muscle a little bt and spread the word.”

As of early Friday afternoon, Arma Community Garden was in the top five out of 3l the gardens

in the comgetition with more than 800 votes, “which is pretty remarkable, because thisis fora
community garden in 3 city of 1,450 people,” O'Malley said.

Some large onganizations, he said, induding Ascension \Wia Christi Hospital in Pittsbwrg and
Mortheast Schood District in Arma, have assisted Arma Community Garden's efforts by
forwarding O'Mallsy's email asking people to vote for it

The Gardens For Good contsst ends at 10 a.m. Wednesday, April 7. Athough the number of
wotes esch garden gets is 3 major factor in determining the 21 winning gardens, it is not the only
consideration.

“Cince voling closes, we will choose 21 winners based on the nurnber of wotes they receive AND
an imternal review of the spplications,” Mature’s Path notes on its websie.

[ the Arma Commumity Garden wins one of the 55,000 prizes, it will be up to the Arma Nutrition
Council to decide how the money is spent, O'Malley said. Initial ideas include planting fruit trees
or berry beds, buiding handicsp-accessible raised beds on a concrete sish, setting the monsy
aside to cower costs of buying new transplants, sesds and tools over 3 period of s=veral years,
or paying lead garden volunteers 3 small stipend to be in charge on Saturday work days.

“Sowe've got lots of ideas; we'll have to namow it down, that's for sure,” O'Mslisy said. "But
those seem to be the lesders in the clubhouse right nows, and it'll probably be some ot of 3
combination of 2l those things, right? Build some berry beds and plant some fruit trees and try
and make some handicap-acoessible mised beds whils at the same time son of setting some
money asids to sustain this project for many years.”

[ the Arma Commumity Garden doesn't end up winning in the Gardens For Good contest, there
are other ways for interested community members to help the community parden.

e ahways nesd volunteers and denations to help us stock the food pantry at the Arma Clty
Library. People can either call the Armna City Library or they could email our group,
feedamai@gmail.com, and find cut really how to get involved,” CMalley ssid.

Volunteers will be planting summer crops at the community garden throughout the month of May
and would love to have help, O'Maley said. Specfically, they'll be planting tomatoss, peppers,
squash, zucchini, cucumbers, okra, swest com and swest potsices. YWhile volunteers are
appreciated, though, ultimately there are financial costs to keep the ganden operating.

“You know, monsy shvays helps, because then we can buy our garden plants and seeds and
bury fizod fior the food pantry,” C'Malley said. “But just 3 simple cne-minute vote has the potential
of helping get this community garden 35,000, which is a lot of money for a small community
garden. it's going to make a big difference on how much food can be grown inAma, by Arma,
for Arma.®

To wote for the Arma Community Garden in the Gardens For Good competition, visit
naturespath com'en-usigardens-for-goodFarma-community-garden.

“Even though we are doing reslly well ight now, we are competing against huge metro arsas
with tons of supporters, and sowe can't stop asking our friends and familly and communities to
wotz, " OMalley said. "We nesd i to just keep happening.”
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