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JOPLIN AREA CORONAVIRUS

Southeast Kansas teacher is

using his green thumb to
help feed his community
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Brad Johnson is an instructor for Northeast USD 246 School District, and he has used the school’s

green house to help grow vegetables for Arma.
The town has been declared a food desert due to the fact they have no local grocery stores.

That fresh produce will help feed many, especially since alot of residents may now not be able to

afford food due to the covid-19 pandemic.

Brad Johnson, Instructor, Northeast USD 246, said, “I'm on the nutrition council and this town has
been declared a food desert because we don’t have a grocery store anymore and there was a need

and | like to grow stuff so I just volunteered to help.”

Matt O’Malley, Live Well Crawford County, said, “Yeah, | do think with the current state of the
pandemic that this community garden’s harvest is going to help even more people. The Arma City
Library has a food pantry set up and all the food that we're growing is going to go there and be

given away for free.”



